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WATER CORPORATION — FLUORIDE REMOVAL 
2149. Mr V.A. Catania to the Minister for Health: 
(1) Has Water Corporation (including any servant, agent or contractor engaged by Water Corporation) at any 

time on or after 1 January 2017 removed fluoride, or caused fluoride to be removed, from any public 
water supply in Western Australia in relation to which Water Corporation is the water supply authority? 

(2) If yes: 
(a) from which public water supplies was fluoride removed; 
(b) will the Minister provide a comprehensive list of each case without omission; 
(c) in each case, by what means was fluoride waste thus removed from the respective water supply 

disposed of; 
(d) in each case, did Water Corporation invoice any public authority in respect of capital or 

operational costs of the fluoride removal activity; and 
(e) will the Minister provide details of who was invoiced, which particular items were invoiced and 

the invoiced amounts? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
(1) Yes, the Water Corporation removes naturally occurring fluoride from public water supply where fluoride 

levels exceed Australian Drinking Water Guidelines. 
(2) (a) Dunsborough. 

(b) Groundwater is sourced for Dunsborough’s water supply from more than one aquifer. Fluoride is 
removed from groundwater extracted from the Sue aquifer as fluoride levels exceed Australian 
Drinking Water Guidelines. Fluoride is not removed from groundwater extracted from the Leederville 
aquifer. As the use of groundwater bores from these aquifers is not continuous, fluoride removal is not 
continuous. Data on the specific dates that fluoride removal occurred is not readily available. 

(c) Fluoride waste is disposed at Dunsborough Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP).  Recently, 
this waste has been carted directly to the sludge lagoons at the WWTP. 

(d) No. The Water Corporation conducts fluoride removal itself. 
(e) Not applicable. 
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